Frogs: Fun and Facts 

Frogs and toads are amazing creatures and are found on every continent except Antarctica. You may think all frogs and toads lay their eggs in bodies of water, but some frogs and toads don’t just lay their eggs, they carry them in some rather unusual ways. 

The female Midwife Toad lays a string of 50 eggs. The male takes these eggs and wraps them around his legs. He will carry them everywhere he goes, until they are ready to hatch, at which time he releases them in a pool of water. He keeps the eggs from drying out by dipping them into puddles of water.

 The Gastric Brooding Frog from Australia has a guaranteed way to keep her eggs safe—she swallows them! The tadpoles develop inside of the mother’s stomach, and when they become froglets she spits them out! 

The Surinam Toad, which is actually a frog, lays her eggs and then places them on her back. A tough skin forms over each one, and the tadpoles grow inside these tiny skin pockets. After three months, the mother sheds the skin and the baby froglets hop out. 

Frogs come in all sizes. One tadpole even grows larger than its mother. The tadpoles of the Paradoxical Frog, from South America, grow three times larger than their parents. As they grow into adult form, they shrink down to normal size. The largest known frog is called the Goliath, growing up to 32 centimeters long; the smallest known frog is the Poison-Arrow Frog, measuring less than a centimeter as an adult.

 Most frogs live on a diet of insects, and each frog eats as much as its body’s weight each day. They have very sticky tongues which they use to grab their food with. Frogs never chew their food, but swallow it whole. 

Many frogs use camouflage to hide themselves from predators, but some are brightly colored to let a predator know they are poisonous. The Kokoi Poison-Arrow Frog from Columbia is considered one of the most poisonous frogs in the world. The poison of a single frog is strong enough to kill an adult elephant. 

As amazing as these frogs are, they are just a sampling of over 4,000 known species of frogs worldwide.   
